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Driller’shelper electrocuted when mast of drill rig contacted over head power lines

SUMMARY

OnJune 17,1999, a32-year-old maedrill truck operator’s
hel per (thevictim) wase ectrocuted when themast of adrill
rig contacted two-7,200-volt overhead power lines. The
victimwasassisting adrill rig operator todrill for alocal
environmenta engineering contractor. They had relocated
thetruck tothefront of anindustria ot todrill thelast hole.
A smdl flagindicaing thewd |’ sposition marked thel ocation
near afence separating thelot from an adjacent road. Above
the marker werefour power linesthat ran parallel to the
road. After extending the truck’s front outrigger, the
operator began raising thedrill rigmast to positionit over
themarker. Thevictimwas standing near therear of the
driver’sside of thetruck unloading equipment when the
mast contacted the high voltage power line. Twoworkers
employed by the contractor saw thevictim and the operator
frozento andthen collgpseaway fromthetruck. Oneworker
went into anearby building to call 911. Two teamswere
coordinated and CPR was started on thevictim and operator.
Emergency medical servicesarrived minuteslater. The
victimand the operator weretransported to anearby medica
center wherethevictimwaspronounced dead. Theoperator
survived, but wasunableto recall detailsof theincident.

Based onthefindingsof theinvestigation, to prevent Smilar
occurrences, employersshould:

= Ensure that a hazard assessment has been
completed toidentify all hazar dousconditionsthat may
affect oper ation of equipment;

= Ensurethat equipment isnot oper ated wher eany
partiswithin 20 feet of electric power linesunlessthe
lineshave been de-ener gized and either grounded or
insulation barriershavebeen installed;

» Ensurethat a safety checklist isincluded in the
written standard operating procedures(SOP) and is
used prior to the start of any drill activity for each
work site;

Inaddition, al companiesresponsiblefor marking drill Sites
should:

= Maintain a minimum 20-foot safety zone and be
knowledgeableof all applicable OSHA requirements
for work near utilitiesand electric power supplies,;

= Communicate to all partiesinvolved in drilling
activitiesthelocation of both aboveand below ground
utility and electric power suppliesnear adrill marker
that are within a distance equal to the height or
extension of thedrill equipment plus20feet.

Tohdp prevent or reducethe severity of injury inemergency
stuations, dl drill rig ownersand operatorsshould:

= Ensure that all operator controls are in good
wor king condition and areclearly labeled.

FACE reportscan beviewed on the
Occupational Injury Prevention Program
website

http://www.epi.hss.state.ak.us/programs/injuryj
or
Call or fax your request to:
907-269-8000 (phone) 907-562-7802 (fax)




